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This study examines an aspect of Wallachia's diplomatic relations in the 17th century,
specifically during the reign of Matei Basarab. It focuses on the voivode’s initial diplomatic
contacts with the Habsburgs, which occurred between 1635 and 1637. Although lon Séarbu
studied the relations between the Wallachian ruler and the Habsburgs over a century ago, many
aspects still remain unclear. Using unpublished documents, I aim to explore the dynamics of
diplomatic relations between the Romanian voivode and the court in Vienna. These documents
indicate that the ruler of Wallachia initiated the negotiations, seeking to garner support from
the House of Austria in the event of conflicts with the Ottomans. The Habsburgs, embroiled in
the Thirty Years’ War, hesitated to open a new front in the Balkans, preferring to keep the status
quo so they could concentrate on the western part of the continent. Despite all of Matei
Basarab’s efforts, the initial contacts with the Habsburgs did not yield the expected outcome
for the Wallachian ruler. However, the diplomatic efforts of 1635-1637 offer a clearer
understanding of the region’s history and Wallachia’s position within the international context
of that period.
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Acest studiu examineaza relatiile diplomatice ale Tarii Romanesti din vremea domniei
lui Matei Basarab, concentrandu-se asupra primelor contacte diplomatice ale voievodului cu
Habsburgii, care au avut loc intre anii 1635 si 1637. Desi lon Sarbu a studiat relatiile dintre
domnitorul muntean si Habsburgi Tn urma cu mai bine de un secol, multe aspecte raman inca
neclare. Pe baza unor documente inedite, studiul analizeaza dinamica relatiilor diplomatice
dintre voievodul roman si curtea de la Viena. Aceste documente aratd cd domnul Tarii
Romanesti a fost cel care a initiat negocierile, Incercand sa obtina sprijinul Casei de Austria in
eventualitatea unor conflicte cu otomanii. Habsburgii au ezitat sa deschidd un nou front in
Balcani, preferand sa mentind status quo-ul pentru a-si putea concentra eforturile asupra
Rizboiului de Treizeci de Ani. In pofida tuturor eforturilor lui Matei Basarab, primele contacte
cu Habsburgii nu au adus rezultatele asteptate de domnul Tarii Roménesti. Totusi, demersurile
diplomatice din anii 1635-1637 ofera o intelegere mai clard a istoriei regiunii si a pozitiei Tarii
Romanesti in contextul international al epocii.

Cuvinte cheie: Matei Basarab; Tara Romaneasca; Habsburgii; diplomatie; secolul al XVII-lea.


https://www.ceeol.com/search/article-detail?id=1402693

