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When discussing forms of opposition to the communist regime in Romania, the focus is
often on the resistance within the country: from the armed groups, in the mountains, to
clandestine groups in cities or even personal initiatives. Direct actions taken from outside the
borders against the regime installed in Bucharest are almost always omitted. And when this
does not happen, the perspective is strictly limited to the groups of paratroopers sent in the
country between 1950/1951 and 1953. In parallel, the post-war Romanian exile is seen by
historians as a place of refuge, a sort of defensive space, from which the opposition to the
communist regime in Romania was a publicist one, declarative and whose real power was not
able to reach the interior of the country. This doctoral thesis comes to combat these stereotypes
and to exploit the very little known area placed at the intersection of those major themes of

recent Romanian history.

Therefore, the subject of the thesis is a new one, due to the fact that Romanian
historiography has rarely treated it rarely and, when it did, it was only a minor sideline. One of
the reasons is that the history of the Romanian secret services is dominated by two major
themes: on one side is the "romantic" period of Romanian espionage (including the two World
Wars) while on the other one is the captivating fever of the Ceausescu's era, the last one being
marked by the spectacular achievements of Mihai Caraman and the institutional earthquake
generated by the desertion of general Mihai Pacepa. The first interval is marked by the figures
of Mihail Moruzov, considered the founder of the Special Intelligence Service (SSI), the first
Romanian intelligence structure, and Eugen Cristescu, who led the institution during the Second
World War, both personalities being the subject of research undertaken by Cristian Troncota.
Moreover, in this chapter can be included the memoirs (such as the volumes of Ivor Porter and
Augustin Visa) and the studies (remarkable works of Alin Spanu and Horia Brestoiu) about the
espionage actions undertaken in Romania during or around the two world wars. Even if the
second theme tends to capture, in general, the entire communist period, in reality it refers rather
to the years in which Nicolae Ceausescu led Romania. The period 1965-1989 was marked by
the unveiling of the Caraman network (the reference work being the volume "Mihai Caraman.
Un spion roman in Razboiul Rece", signed by Florian Banu), which dealt a severe blow to the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) by stealing documents, for almost a decade, from
the alliance's French headquarters, by violent actions carried out (such as the attack on Monica
Lovinescu) or projected (Matei Pavel Haiducu's failed mission) against prominent members of

3



the Romanian exile, and the desertion of general lon Mihai Pacepa, who caused serious damage
to the Western intelligence structures of the Securitate and forced the communist regime to
implement a large-scale reconfiguration of the networks of agents. After 1990, works were also
published that study the Romanian informative structures as a whole, the analysis of some of
them covering not only the period of Nicolae Ceausescu, but also (at least part of) the two
decades in which Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej was the leader of the country. However, almost
everyone paid little attention to the first post-war years and to the intelligence battles held
between the Romanian exile and the structures in Bucharest (with the only exception being

»Agentul nostru Victor” by Stejarel Olaru).

The first public information about the informative activity of some organizations created
by the Romanian exile, with the support of Western allies, was included in the memoirs
published by those directly involved in the secret struggle between the two sides: "Cupola.
Securitatea vazuta din interior” by Neagu Cosma, former Securitate officer, a chapter from
"Amintiri din pribegie” by Neagu Djuvara, a former leader of SIMRE. In recent years, studies
or volumes dedicated to the activity of members of the intelligence service in exile have begun
to be published, but the topic is far from exhausted, key figures in the structure, such as General
Dumitru Petrescu, Constanta Magos, commanders Mihail Opran and Mircea Patru or agents
like llie Rada still being in a shadow cone, as well as the actions in which they were involved.
Last but not least, even if some secret operations carried out by the Romanian exile in the first
years of the Cold War received some attention from researchers, the studies either do not fully
respect the historical truth or do not offer a complete view of the subject (as, for example, there

is the case of parachuting in the early 1950s, about which there is no detailed research).

Therewith, it should be pointed out that there is a significant number of works in
Western literature that analyze espionage actions during the Cold War. With the exception of a
brief mention of the Saplacan group in a work by the British historian Dennis Deletant, the
theme of informative and counter-informative actions taken by the Romanian exile in the first
post-war years simply does not exist. In fact, the same lack of documentation is felt in the
subject of all other Eastern European emigrations: there is no documents available or studies
published attesting a SIMRE correspondent in Polish, Hungarian, Bulgarian, Czech, Slovak,
Serbian or Ukrainian exile. During the research, | contacted various Central and Eastern
European institutions and NGOs in the field of historical research, such as the National Institute
of Memory (Instytut Pami¢ci Narodowej) in Warsaw, Terror Haza in Budapest, the Institute of

Historical Studies within the Bulgarian Academy in Sofia, the Institute of Recent History of
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Serbia in Belgrade and the Institute of History of the Czech Academy of Sciences, but either |
did not receive an answer or | was told that there is no information or study on these niche

topics.

Another reason that may have discouraged the research of SIMRE's activity (and of the
other informative projects of the Romanian exile) was the presumed difficulty of identifying
and consulting the historical sources. In the face of the difficulties of studying the western
archives and the disappearance of the own archive of the informative structure of the Romanian
exile, the only source is represented by the documents kept in the Securitate archive. At first
glance, there is a risk of analysis from a single perspective. But going deep into the research, I
reach the conclusion that the documentary resources from the Penal, Informativ and SIE
archival funds of CNSAS are more than enough for a very detailed image, both from outside
and inside of the informative activities carried out by the Romanian exile. The Securitate (and
its predecessor, the SSI) managed to be, most of the time, at least one step ahead of the secret
services of the Romanian emigration. Moreover, they managed to infiltrate in 1949-1951 at
least two agents and a guide into the ranks of its opponent from exile, to kidnap one of the
trusted people of the de facto leader of SIMRE (Mihail Tantu), to capture several agents
parachuted or sent by land to the country, and to convince one of the heads of department to
repatriate (Navy Commander Alexandru Vasilescu). From each of them, the officers from
Bucharest obtained extensive reports and statements that offer detailed insights. In addition,
each capture and arrest led to numerous other arrests, so that in the archives of the former
Securitate there are dozens of files with information about the organization and activity of
SIMRE, most of which have not been used studied. Moreover, in addition to the information
obtained during the years of information activity of the structure in Paris and its residences in
other cities, the Securitate completed its documentary baggage through the information notes
and reports it obtained from in the early 1960s, when a campaign was launched to contact
former opponents (such as Gelu Belu and Mihai Opran), an action that had quite different
results. Thus, the CNSAS archive was the main source of documentation for the subject of the
thesis. It should be noted that over three quarters of the files | went through were studied for
the first time, so my research is also and an argument for factual history: we cannot analyze
historical processes and mechanisms as a whole if we do not know the facts and people who
they are, in fact, at the base. In addition, | encountered the same documentary deficiency when
| tried to study similar services of the other Eastern European emigrations: although I found



reasonable indications that the Bulgarian or Hungarian exile had secret structures, in the

historiography of those countries I did not identify any resources.

In addition to the CNSAS archive sources, | also used the few memoirs and historical
studies existing at this time. The information was also supplemented by a study of the press
from that period, especially for the trial of the Saplacan group in 1951, and for the group of
paratroopers in 1953 (slightly inappropriate name, since some of its members were either
ground agents or local supporters). Last but not least, | conducted a series of interviews with
people directly involved in SIMRE's activity (such as Neagu Djuvara) or with descendants of
external agents (Gelu Belu's family) or internal ones (Anton Ventzel, the son of Paula Ventzel),

the latter ones finding out for the first time what happened to their parents or grandparents.

Although the research is a plea for factual history, throughout the thesis I tried to put
events in context, to reconstruct the connections that existed and determined certain decisions
and to try to understand the reasons behind the involvement of people in such unusual actions.
Even if the operative center in Paris was made up of former officers, a good part of the
informants, supporters or collaborators were in fact ordinary people: sailors, civil servants,
teachers, housewives, peasants, etc. By chance or of their own will, assumed or unconscious,
they found themselves in the middle of a war between the secret services from both sides of the
Iron Curtain. In addition, often seemingly minor everyday deeds (a momentary jealousy, a
drunk in the evening or a word thrown into a friendly conversation) would have unexpected
and, not infrequently, tragic echoes, leading to initiation or change the direction of action or
lead to uncovering by the opponent.

From another methodological point of view, | must point out that, as in any subject
related to espionage, there is a gram (or more) of uncertainty: it is difficult to say sometimes
whether the information is real or, in fact, constitutes a legend meant to hide the true unfolding
of events. There is no generally valid solution to this problem, so the only solution was to treat
the data reluctantly, to constantly question it, to constantly confront the statements and to take
into account the context in which they were given or written. What follows is the result of a
long analysis, and when | chose one option over another one, | consider that | have arguments
to do it, but not always a certainty like that happened. After all, a good spy can tell lies in a very
convincing way, and within SIMRE and the other adjacent structures have activated some really

remarkable people.



Another challenge in writing the topic was the time limits. As reference points, we chose
1947 as the starting point for the coagulation of operational hardcore in Paris and Vienna, from
which, later, SIMRE will be built, because at that moment Bazil Ratiu certainly started his
secret activity in the French capital, and Gelu Belu arrived in Austria. The other mark was much
easier to identify: in 1957, Dumitru Neferu died suddenly in a car accident, and with his
disappearance any attempt to continue the official existence of SIMRE was extinguished.
However, as | studied the files of the former leaders of the Romanian structure in exile, 1
considered that what happens after 1957 is also relevant to the whole story. For some of them,
the espionage activity never faded out, those people being linked by nature to this obscure world
(as was the case of Mihail Opran. At the same time, for most of those in emigration, the shadow
of the secret activity always followed them, either through a personal trauma, or through a
reputation among the other Romanians, or throughout a surveillance from the Securitate. And
for all those left in the country, the effects were tragic and endless: the involvement or simple

support of secret actions radically upsetting their lives.

The thesis consists of five chapters, besides the introduction and the conclusions. In the
first chapter | analyze the way of formation of some informative initiatives in exile that aimed
to have an activity against the (pro) communist regime in the country, from the establishment
of cross-border channels through which people were smuggled out of the country people (being
in a delicate situation or who were paying their way to the free world) to the first secret
operation itself. In this last category, the missions of luliu Simandan and Coriolan Gherman are
highlighted, both concluded without actual results for the western information structures, but
which underlined the need to create a special structure dedicated to Romanian emigration. At
the same time, I study the way of building up the SIMRE, from the first discussions in this sense

to its crystallization as a functional and independent structure.

The second chapter is dedicated to the first two and a half years of SIMRE's activity,
during which the leadership was held by general Dumitru Petrescu, seconded (officially) by
commander Mihail Opran. It is the period in which the structure goes through
professionalization and benefits from a clear organizational chart, by defining the offensive and
counter-information offices, as well as by putting into operation some residences (or even
including some already functional cells, such as the one in Vienna). At the same time, | set out
to research the two main informative actions: the Lya Popescu - Paula Ventzel network (whose
activity is intertwined with Mihail Tantu's mission in the country) and Secara — Suter network.

| also analyzed the links between SIMRE and the other information structures of the Romanian
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emigration or that had as informative objective inside the Romanian territory, such as the
American CIC, the cell in Turkey or the Legionary Movement. | gave a deep look on to the
events that led to the institutional earthquake of 1952, from the abduction of Constanta Magos
to internal rivalries. Last but not least, in this chapter | also included an analyze of the activity
of Saplacan group, the first team of secret agents parachuted in the country and captured by the

Securitate, an event that would foreshadow the great falls of 1953.

The third chapter examines the period 1952 - 1957, when Neagu Djuvara was appointed
the head of SIMRE and the profile of activities changed radically, by reducing
counterintelligence operations in favor of direct actions, this last aspect being marked by the
mission of the group "Fiii Patriei ". At the same time, the Vienna residence of the secret
structure experienced a remarkable effervescence, which led both to some informative
successes, as well as to some catastrophic defeats in the confrontation with Securitate. | also
tried to follow the activity of the former members of SIMRE, who, although they were no longer
part of the organizational chart of the structure, remained in the sphere of espionage activities.
It would have been impossible to analyze the changes that occurred after 1953 in the dynamics
of SIMRE if there was no part dedicated to the groups of paratroopers trained by the Legionary
Movement, sent to Romania and captured in 1953. Their process brought together people
involved in these teams and people linked with the group instructed by SIMRE. The effects of
that trial would have reflected on the entire area of the secret structures of the Romanian

emigration.

Although it may seem heterogeneous, Chapter IV starts from the short leadership of
SIMRE by colonel Dumitru Neferu and explores the informative echoes of the disappearance
of the main secret service of the Romanian exile. The operations of the former agents from
Vienna and Paris did not stop either, nor did the counter-intelligence and disinformation work
of the Securitate after Neferu's death. Mihail Opran, Gelu Belu and Gigi Saramet tried to rebuild
a private SIMRE and had a series of actions, among which the planned information network

Georgean Dumitra stands out, an action immediately annihilated by the Securitate.

The last chapter is examining to the destinies of all those involved in SIMRE s actions
or other related espionage operations. The dramatic effects have never stopped and | was able
to identify different typologies, depending on where the person was, the pressures he/she was
subjected to or the traumas he/she suffered. Therefore, | followed the biographical journeys of

former agents in exile, which ranged from simple surveillance to direct interaction with



Securitate, as well as those in the country: some managed to leave Romania after being released

from prisons, others were forced to continue life under the magnifying glass of Securitate.

Far from revealing all its stories, the Intelligence Service of the Romanian Exiled
Officers is not only one of the most intriguing aspects of Romanian emigration, but also of the
larger subject of opposition to the regime installed in Bucharest after 1945. Its actions and
operations in the country and in the exile are reconstructed and analyzed in this thesis, providing

a lesser known side of recent history.
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